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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

CONTACT: 
Christian Slater | press@susanamendoza.com 
(616) 836-1832 

 
Mendoza to Chicago Delegation: Stand Firm Against Funding for 

Trump Border Wall 

 

CHICAGO, IL − Susana Mendoza sent a letter today to Chicago’s Congressional delegation 
urging it to hold firm against any funding for President Donald Trump’s border wall. While the 
partial government shutdown has ended, negotiations are underway to seek a compromise on 
border security before funding runs out again on Feb. 9, 2019. 
 
“As the House and Senate work on a compromise package for border security, I urge the Chicago 
Congressional delegation to hold firm and not support any funding for President Donald Trump’s 
border wall,” Susana Mendoza wrote. “The wall is waste of taxpayer dollars, ineffective and does 
not make our country safer.” 
 
In the letter, Mendoza outlines how the country cannot afford to waste taxpayer dollars on an 
ineffective wall and highlights immediate needs the city of Chicago has that would strengthen its 
neighborhoods. She proposes that the money instead be used to: 
 

• Make universal full-day pre-kindergarten permanent: Although Chicago will need around 
$175 million to continue its current program, it is one of the best down payments we can 
make to close the achievement gap. 

 
• Expand public transportation to remedy inequities and connect Chicago: There are 

multiple projects that need funding in our city, including extending the red-line south of 
95th Street, making all L stops handicap accessible, expanding bus service in the South 
and West sides of the city, and many more.  

 
• Invest in job training and summer jobs: We know that job training and summer jobs can 

fundamentally alter the trajectory of students that come from disadvantaged 
neighborhoods. Summer jobs programs have been proven to reduce violence, equip 
students early with skills and connections for the future, and improve educational 
outcomes.  
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Full Text below: 
 
January 31, 2019 
 
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin 
711 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Rep. Dan Lipinski 
2346 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Rep. Jan Schakowsky 
2367 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth 
524 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly 
2416 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Rep. Jesús "Chuy" García 
530 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515  

U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush 
2188 Rayburn HOB  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Rep. Mike Quigley 
2458 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Rep. Danny Davis 
2159 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Senators and Congressmen: 
 
Chicago, like America, is a city made of immigrants and built by immigrants. Generation after 
generation have come to start a new and better life here. It’s the story of my parents, along with 
millions of others. 
 
Although the partial government shutdown is over, the issues of immigration and border security 
remain front and center in Washington and here at home in Chicago. And they will continue to 
be front and center as Congress tries to find a compromise in the next three weeks on border 
security before funding runs out again.  
 
As the House and Senate work on a compromise package for border security, I urge the 
Chicago Congressional delegation to hold firm and not support any funding for President 
Donald Trump’s border wall. The wall is a waste of taxpayer dollars and does not make our 
country any safer.  
 
Our city faces many challenges in the coming years — ones that I believe we can tackle with 
your partnership and support. The funding that President Trump is seeking for his border wall 
could be better invested in communities across the country and in Chicago’s neighborhoods in 
three specific ways:  
 

• Make universal full-day pre-kindergarten permanent: Although Chicago will need 
around $175 million to continue its current program, this is one of the best down 
payments we can make to close the achievement gap. 
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• Expand public transportation to remedy inequities and connect Chicago: There are 
multiple projects that need funding in our city, including extending the red-line south of 
95th Street, making all L stops handicap accessible, expanding bus service in the South 
and West sides of the city, and many more.  

 
• Invest in job training and summer jobs: We know that job training and summer jobs 

can fundamentally alter the trajectory of students that come from disadvantaged 
neighborhoods. Summer jobs programs have been proven to reduce violence, equip 
students early with skills and connections for the future, and improve educational 
outcomes.   

 
I look forward to continuing to work with you during the 116th Congress to build a strong future 
for Chicago, Illinois and our country.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Susana A. Mendoza  
 

### 

https://news.uchicago.edu/story/chicago-jobs-program-reduces-youth-violence-urban-labs-study-shows
https://edpolicyinca.org/blog/what-summer-job-worth-impact-summer-youth-employment-academic-outcomes

